term is also advisable for this reason, that
a teaching so circumscribed and unique,
engendering a cast of mind and character
so peculiar, so local, must wear the badge of
its singularity on its face ; then, some words
have a national timbre so expressive of race
characteristics that the best of translators
can do them but scant justice, not to say
positive injustice and grievance. Who can
improve by translation what the German
" Gemuth" signifies, or who does not feel
the difference between the two words verbal-
ly so closely allied as the English gentleman
and the French gentilhomme ?

Bushido, then, is the code of moral
principles which the knights were required
or instructed to observe. It is not a written
code; at best it consists of a few maxims
handed down from mouth to mouth or
coming from the pen of some well-known
warrior or savant. More frequently it is
a code unuttered and unwritten, possessing
all the more the powerful sanction of verita-
ble deed, and of a law written on the fleshly
tablets of the heart. It was founded not on
the creation of one brain, however able, or